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PREFACE. 


I will ſeem ſtrange to ſome 
IN (Bf to meet with a Sermon of 
mine upon this occaſion. l 


never could ſee reaſon to 


think the Sin of the day was a na- 
tional one, that ſhould oblige us to faſt 


yearly ſo long a time after it. And 


the chief purpoſes to which "tis gene- 
rally apply'd, were never any encou- 
ragement to me to faſt with them, or 
pay any religious regard to the day. 


A 2 BUT 


\ 


"C2 RE CTU 
- Wu» v 


28 . 


mp 
X . 8 W _— e l 
* * A 1 
£ — —— — . * 
— :ü 
** * ä * 


a — — - — W A 1 
"wy „„ 77 eps 22 — — * 


* VET. 


e 


r 
\ 


_ 


— 


— A we 


a 


BVI it happen d this year to 
fall on the day of our weekly Lecture, 
| when it was my turn to preach. | 
thought therefore it woild.not be im- 
proper to ſay ſomewhat in our own vin- 
dication, at a time when we were eve- 
ry where inſulted; and abusd. Th: e 
Sermon was compes'd and preach'd il 
without the leaſt intention of printing 
it; but being earneſtly defird by ma- 
ny of the hearers to let it appear in 
the world, I have given way to then 
importunity, | | 


i einn, 
* | 7 
PRO NN VI. 3. 


As the bird by wandering, 


a the Swallow by flying ; 


the Curſe ca "al 


__ come. 


= = 18 the cuſtom of his pre- 
V EZ tended Holineſs, the Man 
Wil of Sin, once a year to 
curſe us, among the reſt 
oft thoſe, whom he is pleas'd 
to count Heretics, in the 
moſt 3 manner, by Bell, Book, and Can- 
de. I wiſh his example Was follow' by 
none but thoſe of his own Church. But, alas! 
tis ſad to obſerve, how addicted furious and 
angry men are to love curling, rather than 
dlefling; and with what pleaſure ſome 
men thunder out their ſevere cenſures, and 
bitter imprecations, againſt their innocent 


neighbours.” Ard did they ſcatter their fire- 


brands, 


9.8 N 8 
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. arrows ad duarh, only when they 
were in ſport, and over their profane cups 
and in their merry meetings, their impie 
would be far leſs than Ati, when hey 
tempt to ſanctify their malice, by bringing 
it into their worſhip,-and-venting-it-inth 
name of Gov himſelf, It has been for a cot 
long time the cuſtom of many to faſt this Wl the 
day in the year for ſtrife and debate, and ts the 
ſmite with the fit of wickedneſs. - And we, all WM tz 
of us, are generally repreſented as the vileſt W vi 
miſcreants, and the abomination of Gon. the 
with a deſign to inflame againſt us the hatred N we 
and vengeance of men. And in this caſe, 
when the foundations of juſtice and char be 
ty are over- turn d, What ſhall the righteous C 
do? Or, Where ſhall they ſeek for refuge Ml ® 
and comfort, but in the providence of the Wl * 
great Gov, who keeps the ordering all e. IM ** 
vents in his own hand ; and who will not bc 
intruſt men with an arbitrary diſtribution T 
of all the Curſes, they would be as glad to Ml 
Heb. x 30. inflict, as they are to denounce ? Vengeance f 
2 iii. belongs to him, and he will recompence. And .“ 
| there is no evil in the city, and the Lord hath not t 
done it. Neither the raſh judgments, nor “ 
the falſe repreſentations, nor the cruel im- I ! 
precations and threatnings of angry men I ® 
ſhall be able to hurt us, if we are ſecure of * 
Gop's favour, A conſcience void of of- I © 


fence 


> 1 
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1 Wl fence will make us eaſy in our expectation 
of a Bleſſing, when we are ſtunn d with the 
loudeſt noiſe of Curſing. For, as Solomon 
aſſerts in the Text, The Curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not 
me. Tis upon this clauſe of the Verſe I in- 
tend to inſiſt, for our encouragement and 
1 comfort on the preſent occaſion. But 
s Wl the connexion of it with the former part of 
„che Verſe being obſcure, and the latter clauſe - 
! WM having ſome ambiguity in it; I think it 
i uill be neceſſary to give ſome account, in 
„ ble firſt place, of the W meaning of the 
d words. | 
I Is the Hebrew chore is often a difference 
. between the Text and the Margin, the 
is Wl Chethib and the Keri: and Tranſlators take 
re I the liberty of following ſometimes the one, 
je and ſometimes the other: and tis often hard 
.. do judge which is beſt, the Jes pretending 
x: both to be owing to the inſpir'd Writers. 
n Thus it is in the laſt clauſe of the Text, 
to which, according to one reading of the O- 
ce Wl figinal, may be render'd thus: So is the Curſe 
ad Wl cau/eleſs, it ſhall not come. And according to 
t che other reading, thus: So is the Curſe 
or I couſeleſs, it ſhall come upon bim; that is, 
n- upon the perſon, who without © cauſe de- 
en nounces it. Now the meaning of the for- 
of mer clauſe of the Verſe will be different, ac“ 
of- cording as we fix upon the one, or t'other 
5 reading 


reading of the Jagger, 17 We . ir: « the 
bird by wandering, as tbe Swallow by flying; 
ſo is the Curſe cauſcleſs, it ſhall not came : the 
ſenſe will be this: That the Curie cauiclek 
is a wild and uncertain thing, as much at 
random, as the flying of a bird; that it 33 
eaſily fly's over our heads wichout doing u; 
any hurt, as 2 bird does; or, that it is as eaſ- 
ly avoided by us, as à inare is by a bird that 
is upon the wing. But if we take the other 
reading of the Words: As the bird by wax 
dering, as the Swallow by flying ; ſo is the Cur(i 
cauſeleſs, it ſhall come upon him: the meaning 
will be: That, as a bird by wandering expoſes 
it ſelf to danger, ſo do's a man by cauſeleſs 
curſing of his neighbour, the miſchief falls 
upon himſelf. And we may obſerve, the 
Wiſe Man repreſents elſewhere the neſt, as 
a2 place of fafety for a bird; and ſpeaks of 
it expos'd to danger, by having and wander- 


_m vii ing from its neſt : As @ bird that wandereth 


from ber neſt ; ſo is a man that waudereth from 
bis place. Either of theſe ſenſes is moſt juſt and 
true, and we need not be ſolicitous which to 
prefer. I confeſs the latter ſeems to me 
more agreeable: to Solomon's uſe of the 
compariſon here mention'd. But then that 
Tenſe implies the other. For if the curſe 
falls upon him, who denounces it; then it does 
not upon him, againſt whom tis denounced. 
| > 
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In ſpeaking therefore to the Text, I 
ſhall , | 15 


I. Inquire, when a Curſe may be ſaid to be 
cauſeleſs. 


II. I ſhall ſhew you, that the Curſe, with 
which we are ordinarily loaded on this 
"a is caulcleſs. 


III. I ſhall 3 to ſet before you che 
comfort, which the Text holds forth to 

vou; that this cauſeleſs Curſe ſhall be miſ- 
chievous, not to them who are curſed, 
but to the Curſers themſelves. 


I. I ſhall inquire, when a Curſe may be ſaid 
to be cauſeleſs? Now there are four caſes» 
wherein a curſe may be cauſeleſs. 


1. When the pretended ground, or reaſon 
of the Curſe, is ſomething really good and 
juſt ; or, however harmleſs and innocent, and 
fo there is no occaſion for any curſing at all. 
The Curſe cauſeleſs is the Curſe, which is un- 
deſery'd ; and certainly nothing can be more 
undeſerv'd than a Curſe, when a man's acti- 
ons are ſuch as merit commendation and 
praiſe, 
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2. The Curſe is cauſeleſs, when tho' the 


occaſion of it is evil, yet the evil is too in- 
conſiderable to deſerve ſuch a Curſe, as is 


denounc'd upon the account of it. There 


are degrees of evil, as well as good; and 'tis 
not a man's being ſure there is evil in any 


action, that will juſtify him in paſſing the 
moſt ſevere and rigorous ſentence upon him 
who is guilty of it. A Father, a Maſter, or a 
Magiſtrate would be very unjuſt, if he ſhould 


puniſh every offence with equal ſeverity. 
A proportion is always to be obſerv'd, and 


men are to be dealt with ſeverely or mild- 
ly, according to the nature of the crime 
they have committed. And ſo far as the 
doom, or Curſe men pronounce, exceeds the 
deſert of the offence, ſo far is it without 
doubt cauſeleſs. Beſides, the law of - chari- 
ty ſhould teach us to make all the allow. 
ances we can, for thoſe circumſtances, which 
may alleviate perſons guilt. Our com- 
mon infirmities may, one would think, in- 
Cline us to follow this rule. We often need 
ourſelves thoſe charitable conſtructions, 
which our neighbours expect we ſhould 
put upon their actions. And it would be 


hard and cauſeleſs to curſe a perſon, as do- 


ing that wilfully and maliciouſly, which he 
did thro' miſtake or inadvertence. This 
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indeed can't be alledg'd in caſes plainly and 
groſly evil, where every man's conſcience 
muſt needs inform him : but without all 
queſtion, great regard ſhould be had to ſuch 
circumſtances in all intricate and diſputa- 
ble matters, wherein good men have been 
found to take both ſides of the queſtion. 


3. The Curſe is cauſeleſs, when the per- 
ſon againſt whom 'tis levell'd is innocent, 
and had no hand in the occaſion of it, 
however grievouſly evil and wicked it was, 
For in this caſe, tho' the Curſe may be 
delerv'd ; yet *tis evident, cis not by him 
who is curſed. And men ſhould be as care- 
ful to acquit the innocent, as they are to 
condemn the guilty, 3 


4. Then is the Curſe cauſeleſs, when 
the perſon who denounces it, is equally 
guilty with him, whom he curſes. For what- 
ever the crime is, yet he muſt with a 
very ill grace curſe others for it, who has 
himſelf an equal ſhare in the guilt. And 
he that curſe another, for what he does 
bimſelf, virtually curſes himſelf. Therefore 


thou art inexcuſable, o man, whoſoever thou 


art that judgeſt : for wherein thou judgeſt ano- 
ther, thou condemneſt thyſelf ; for thon 


thax judge, dofu the ſame things. And tho 


the 


Rom. it, 
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the Curſe may not in this caſe be cauſe. 
leſs in itſelf; yet it manifeſtly is ſo in the 


perſon, from whom it proceeds. 


I ſuppoſe there can be no difficulty in 
perceiving the Curſe is cauſeleſs in theſe ſe- 
veral caſes. I proceed therefore to the next 
Part of my Diſcourſe, 


II. To ſhew, that the Curſe with which 
we are ordinarily loaded on this day is 
cauſeleſs; and that our Adverſaries have no 
reaſon to abuſe, revile, and condemn us, at 
the rate they do, upon this occaſion, And 
here I need only conſider, how applicable 
thoſe ſeveral things already mention'd, which 
ſhew a Curſe to be cauſeleſs, are to our calc. 


1. A great part of the matter of our 
charge, and the reaſon why we have ſuch 2 
heavy doom paſt upon us, is ſo far from 
being criminal, that it is truly noble, and 
deſerves much praiſe and commendation. I 


ſpeak now only of what was done by the 


Parliament, and thoſe who join'd with 
them againſt the King, or rather againſt his 
evil Counſellors. As to what follow'd, 
when ſeveral of the Members were ſecluded, 


and a few only were ſuffer'd to be preſent, 


and give their Vote; I ſhall never reckon 


that to he the Parliament's Act. But a he 
: 
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load is Sas upon us, for what was the A& 
of the Parliament, and all the troubles of 
that unhappy time are ordinarily laid at 
our door, But the troubles were really ow- 
ing to thoſe, who put the King upon inva- 


ding the rights of his Subjects; and that brave 


Parliament is worthy of an honourable and 
everlaſting remembrance, who ſtood up nobly 
in the defence of them. All the world muſt 
own, it properly belong'd to the Parliament to 
take notice of,and to redreſs ſuch grievances, as 
the Nation then groan'd under. They are the 
fence and bulwark of our Civil Liberties, a- 
gainſt the incroachments of an Arbitrary 
Power. The wiſdom of our anceſtors had 
provided, that Parliaments ſhould have an 


opportunity of looking into, and redrefling 


the Nation's grievances, by reſerving to them 
the power of ſupplying the Prince with mo- 


ney. And when there was no ſuch Law, as 


has been ſince made, for the frequent meet- 
ing of thoſe Aſſemblies ; there was no other 
way to ſecure to the Nation their privileges, 
but by a ſtiff defence of their right to refuſe 
to part with their money, unleſs it was given 
in a Parliamentary way. *Twas this began 


thoſe troubles, and all the world muſt juſtify 
that Parliament, for ſtanding up in defence of 


the right of the Subjects;and taking the oppor- 


tunity to redreſs the miſchiefs, which were 
owing 
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owing tO as corrupt and vile a Miniſtry, 2 4 

ever had before harraſs'd the Nation. And 
_ doubtleſs, while the Parliament ſtood up in 
defence of the Subjects Liberties, it was the 
duty of the Subjects to ſtand by them and de- 
fend them. And to that noble Stand, that 
was then made in the days of our Forefa- 
thers, we are indebted, that we their Poſteri- 
ty are not a generation of Slaves to the Ar- 
bitrary Power of our Kings, and the luſts of 
ſuch a vicious, fawning Clergy, which then 
carried all before them. 


2. Suppoſing the proceedings of the Par- 
liament, and the Nation (for I as yet meddle 
with no more) were in ſome reſpects evil 
and unjuſtifiable; yet were there ſuch cir 
cumſtances in their caſe, as muſt be allow'd 
to go a great way in excuſing them, and 

ſhould therefore lighten the cenſure men, 
paſs upon them. Tis indeed very hard for 
the beſt of men to manage a long quarrel, 


that riſes to a conſiderable height, without 


deſerving ſome blame. Tho? we allow, there 
were ſome things amiſs in the conduct of 
thoſe, who ſtood up for the Liberties of the 
People; yet every one mult ſee, their end 
and deſign was very good, and that the me- 
thods they took were generally ſo too. And 
this will 80 4 great way in excuſing, even 


when 
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when it will not wholy juſtify. If their 
| jealouſies aud ſuſpicions ran too high, and if 
the terms they ſtood upon ſeem to have been 
ſometimes à little extravagant, let their cir- 
cumſtances be conſider'd. They had ſeen 
what advances had been made to fet up Ty- 
rany, both in Church and State ; they had 
the Maſſacre of 200000 of their Brethren in 
Ireland before their eyes, and the threatnings 
of the like uſage were loud in their ears. 
And in ſuch a caſe, Who can blame them, 
if they inſiſted upon an extraordinary ſe- 
curity ? If their ſuſpicions were beyond the 
true defigns of thoſe they had to deal with, 
they may thank themſelves who gave them 
too much reaſon to entertain them. Our 
Senators could not have been faithful in the 
truſt their Country had lodg'd in them, if 
they had not done their utmoſt to ſecure the 
ſafety of the Nation. And if it was a fault, 
twas certainly a very pardonable one, that 

they thought it much better to lay a reſtraint 

upon the Power of the Prince, than to ha- 

zard the utter Ruin and deſtruction of the 
Community. And therefore, as to what was 

a national act, that is, what was then done 

by a free Parliament at that time, poſterity 
ſhould, and I doubt not in a little time will, 

judge more calmly and impartially concerning 

it; and not load as brave a ſet of men, as 
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ever the Nation had, with their cenſures, for a 
conduct, which derives ſo many advantages 
and benefits to their ſucceſſors. 


3. 'T1s moſt evident, the Curſe which 
is uſually on this day denounc'd againſt us, 
is cauſeleſs; becauſe we are perfectly inno- 
cent, and had no manner of hand in the 
pretended occaſion of their curſing us. Let 
the tranſaction of the day be as black and 
horrid as they pleaſe to repreſent it, what 
is that to us? what reaſon have they to 
raiſe ſuch an outcry againſt us upon the ac- 
count? Tis now 68 years ago ſince the 
thing was done; and 'tis a queſtion whe- 
ther there be any perſon left in the Nati- 
on, who had directly, or indirectly, the leaft 
hand in the King's Death? Is ic not then 
cauſeleſs, for them to run out with ſo much 
intemperance and extravagance in curſing 
us, for a matter of which we are wholy 
innocent, and which was tranſacted, if not 
before we were born, yet at leaſt before we 


were capable of having any hand in it? 


5j. x. Bur ſay they: If you had no hand 
in it, your Fathers had, and the Curſe is 
due to you for your Fathers ſins. 
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a il / Tur putting the King to death was the 
a of a very few; andthe families who can 
in this reſpect be concern d in it cannot be 
many. The act was far from being national, 
1 but was committed by a Functo of men, who 
„ oppreſs d the Nation, and inflaved the Par- 
v liament, And tho' they don't care to on 
e it, yet they know very well, that the Lea- 
t ders of the People, the“ Miniſters at that 
1 dime, earneſtly, and with the hazard of their 
t all in this world, openly proteſted againſt 
o Wl the fat, to the very face of them who did 
. W it. One would think; they who pretend to 
e embalm the memory of that King, ſhould 
— treat thoſe, who appear d his friends at that 
j. time, with ſomewhat more of dedency. If 
+ Wl they were not able to ſave, the King from 
death, yer they ſhew'd their good will to do 
h it; and when they could do no more, thro” 
2 
* 


the domineering power of a few, they hearti- 
ly proteſted againſt it, when we could tell 
it them, who ſtood by without ſpeaking a word 
0 in hls behall, f 


Y 


05 2. Howevzr ſay they, tho you had 
d dot perſonally a hand in that fact, your prin- 
is ciples are the ſame with theirs who . n 
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® See Vindicat. of the Miniſters of the Goſpel in and 
. about London, 1648. | 
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are al af. you ES deſtroying Kings, * will 
;gladly do it upon every opportunity, and 
therefore we juſtly charge you with — wick 
* and curſe n for it. 
e "Tis 'very hat. I radia we ſhould 
ag ſuch bad principles as they charge us 
wich, and not know it: and that they ſhould 
be better able to tell us what our principles 
are, than we can tell ourſelves. Tho ſuch Ml {© 
bold aſſertions may delude their eaſy follow. W ©: 
ers, ho receive them with an implicit faith, its 
yet certainly it muſt be very hard for them I de 
to convince us, or indeed, any indifferent I be 
perſons, that we don't know our own prin- th 
ciples. If the law of the land has eſtabliſh'd G 
them as a Church; yet I ſuppoſe neither it 
that, nor the law of 0 has.eſtabliſh'd 'em C 
as Inquiſitors and ſearchers of mens hearts. 0 
This pretence of. the badneſs of our princi- 2 
ples, with reſpect to civil Government, has t 
been artfully play'd againſt us. Our Schools 
have been repreſented as dangerous, 'and not 
to be allowd. And who can doubt they 
muſt be ſo, if what they ſay be true? For 
why: may not a man as well be ſuppos'd to 
teach, as to hold, baſe principles, without 
knowing any thing of the matter? But if 
theſe Inquiſitors will condeſcend to us ſo far, 1 
as to give us leave to know our own princi- I 
: ples, 
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ples, an allow us to be able to give a more 
faithful account of them, than they can do 
for us; we do not doubt to juſtify our prin- 
ples againſt all the ſenſeleſs clamours of choſe, 
who would run us down. 

WE think it then our duty to live peacea- 
bly and quietly under that Government, which 
the providence of Gop, and the Laws of 
the land have ſet over us: that we are bound 
to be ſubje& to it, and according to our 
ſtations to maintain it, ſo long as it anſwers 
; its true end, without troubling ourſelves a- 
n bout the particular form of it. If we don't 
t believe the unalienable indefeaſible Right, or 
che jus divinum of Kings, and an arbitrary 
d Government, they may thank themſelves for 


r it; ſince they never produce any ſufficient 
n W Charter for it, while they pretend to have 
s. one. In ſhort, we diſtinguiſh between Kings 
i and Tyrants; thoſe who make the good of 
s cheir People, and thoſe who make their own 
ls pleaſure, the rule of their adminiſtration. 
t Ide former we think ourſelves bound in con- 
y Il fcience to obey ; and the latter we ſhould MW 
r I chink we were great fools, if we did not to 
0 our power withſtand and reſiſt. Such are 
I our principies, that no good King need, or 
it ever did, diſtruſt us: and we count it not a 
, Gſhonour ro us, that bad ones are always 
i- J:alc lous of us; and we wiſh our Adves- 
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| faxies did not, by endeavouring always to 


improve the jealouſy of ſuch, convince the 


world they are the only ones for their turn, 
If we don't complement our Princes with the 
promiſe of obedience without reſerve ; yet 
we think ourſelves bound to be ſubje& to 
them in all civil things, while they make the 
Laws of the land their ſtandard. And as to 


our conſciences in religious matters, we pro- 


teſt tis, and hope it ever will be our princi. 


ple, to keep them ſacred to the direction of 
a higher and greater Prince, who alone has 
a right to preſcribe to them. And he muſt 
be a bad Prince with a witneſs, who will 
not be content with our rendring to him the 


things that are his ; or, who will not allow 
us to render unto n the things that are 


God's. . 

As to kingly Government in particular, 
we are unreaſonably charg'd to be enemies 
to it. Men may fancy one Government to 
be more perfe& than another, and the world 
has always been divided in their ſpeculations 
upon that head ; but I believe we are all in 
general pleas'd with, and thankful to Gov 


for, ſuch a Monarchy as ours, which is ſo 


limitted by the Laws. So that we are per- 


fectly innocent in the matter, for which our 
adverſaries are ſo very free in curſing of 
Be 
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4. Tur Curſe which they denounce a- 
gainſt us is cauſeleſs, ſince they who de- 
nounce it, are themſelves the moſt guilty. I 
don't now run back to tranſactions, wherein 
neither we, nor they had any hand. I con- 
ſider what is frefh in all our memories. Re- 
bellion is the pretended occaſion of the 


charge brought againſt us, and the High Ge- 


neration are the managers. of it, who take 
upon them very ſolemnly to read our doom. 
But have they not now for ever ſtopt their 
own mouths ? Will they blame us for ſtand- 
ing up for our Liberties, when we had the 
Parliament, - one part of the Legiſlature, 
on our fide; and yet think themſelves in- 


nocent in inviting over the Prince of Orange, 


to reſcue their Liberties, when they acted on- 
ly in a private capacity ? If the rights of 
Kings are ſo unalienable, if their perſons are 
ſo ſacred, that they can never be reſiſted, but 
upon pain of that damnation which they 


thunder out againſt us on this occaſion ; What 


muſt become of them, who invited a Prince 
to drive away K. James, and join'd with him 
afterward in waging a war to keep him out ? 


According to their notions, there was not a 


[word drawn, or a piſtol fird againſt K. Fames 
in Ireland, but what was a lifting up the hand 
againſt the Lord's anointed, and as truly a 


Ton- 
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conſpiring his death, as any thing they were 


ever 48 of, ws actually A ws Father to 
death. 


Bur to come yet nearer: Who were 


they that hatch'd the late Rebellon, that took 


up arms againſt the beſt of Kings, and that 
fought in the open field againſt him? Were 
any of thoſe, they have been ſo long curſing 
as enemies to kingly Government, and as Re- 
bels againſt all Kings; were any of thoſe 


their aſſociates? Who were the Generals, the 


Soldiers, or the Chaplains, in the rebellious 
Hoſt? They cannot pretend, that his Majeſty, 


King GxOoROE, had no right to the Crown; we 


have their oaths to the contrary : and if we 
may not believe them when they are upon 
their oaths, I can't ſee why we ſhould much 
regard what they ſay at any other time. 
Warn therefore theſe men, according to 
their uſual Cant, reproach you with Sedition 
and Rebellion ; requeſt them, that they would 
pleaſe to explain themſelves, Whether they 


mean, thole of Oxford, ¶Manc heſter, Bir- 
ming bam, Briſtol, and other places they have 
made too many to be mention d? Or, Whether 


they mean thoſe of Preſton and Dumblain? 
Deſire them to oblige you with the names of 
the Presbyterian Miniſters, Juſtices, Generals, 
Captains, and other Officers; the Presbyterian 


Soldiers, or FO that appear'd or acted 
| upon 
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upon any of theſe Qccefona: T i will 

ſoon, be weary, if they attempt to give you 

the characters of the actors in that villany; 

unleſs, they will deny. it to be ſuch, becauſe 

tis ſanctify d by: the Church, for whole fake 

they pretend it was, deſign . 

Ix, according to their uſual de they 

ewit-you with 164 1, without asking them, 

Whether they mean the murdering 200000 

Proteſtants by their good friends in Ireland; 

you may tell them, You need not be at the 

trouble of going half ſo far back as 164 T, to 

meet with 1715, or 1688; and that the 

Church of England has, in theſe two latter, 

more than equal'd. all that the Presbyterians 

did in the former. e 

Since then theſe very men are ſo noto- 

riouſly guilty of that crime, for which they 

pretend to condemn us; the curſing us muſt 

| needs be cauſeleſs as to them, if we had ac- 

\ I -tvally deſerw'd it; as I have. ſhewn you we 

have not. And they, of all men in the world, 

have the leaſt reaſon to make ſuch an out- 

cry as they do, with the infamous Athaliab: 2 Kings 

Treaſon, treaſon. But tis time for me to = Y 

haſten to the laſt _— Head of my Dif- 

courſe, 


III. Ax v I hope I have now, by ſhewing | 
you, that the Curſe againſt you is cauſeleſs, 
- | prepar'd 
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prepar d you to receive the comfort which 
the Text may afford you : which is accord. 
ing to the different readings, either, it ſhal] 
not come; or, it ſhall come upon him that de- 
nounces it, and be moſt miſchievous to him. 
ſelf. There is ſo much of reaſon and truth 
in either reading, that tis hard to tell which 
is to be-preferr*d, and n.. 1 mall my 
ſpeak to both. 1 4 


1. Ta, E. Curſe cauſcleſʒ f ſhall not come up- 
on the perſons, at whom it is level d. And if 
this be true, and we are ſure we are innocent, 


we need not much diſtreſs ouſelves, whatever 


the treatment is we meet with at the hands 
of our enemies. They may revile and abuſe 
us, and ſay all manner of evil falſely againſt 
us; but this ſhall not really turn to our pre. 
judice. And to evidence this, conſider, 


(I.) Tur Gon has not left it in the 
power of ſuch perſons to execute the ſenten- 
ces, they are pleas'd to pals upon others; or, 
the deſigns and purpoſes they have laid againſ 


them. They are often ready to flatter them 


ſelves into an opinion of their own power, 
and to be confident of the ſucceſs of their 
own projects; that they ſhall be able to wreck 
their malice upon their enemies, and to make 
them as miſerable, as they would wiſh them to 


be. 
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* But, as N are not bleſed, — gn 


bleſs ; ſo, neither are they curſed; whom they 


curſe. There is a ſupreme Lo nx p over them, 


and all their deſigns, who will not ſuffer 
them to proceed according to their hearts 


luſt, but directs all with a different view. 


He makes the wrath of man to praiſe bim, bf Ini. 
and whatever is over and above that, he; re. 10. 


frains. He diſappoints ſuch, when they 
ſeem to think themſelves neareſt to the exe. 
cution of their purpoſes, and when they are 
moſt confident of cruſhing the objects of 
their hatred and ſpite. Thus it has been ſeen 
of old, and thus have we ſeen in the city of 
our Go p. Let it be recorded for the gene- 
ration to come, that they may remember, 
and praiſe, and truſt in the Lox. I 


(2.) As they have it not in their power, to 
make whom they pleaſe curſed; ſo neither does 
a holy and righteous G op regard their Curſe, 
to execute it, Go p is indeed a Go Þ of re- 
compences ; but where the Curſe is cauſeleſs, 
and undeſerved, his juſtice no way obliges 
him to fulfil it. If the Curſe cauſeleſs takes 
effect, it muſt be thro* the power of thoſe 


from whom it proceeds, which we ſee it can- 


not; or elſe thro the vengeance of Go d, in 
anſwer to their deſires. But there can be no 
reaſon to be afraid upon any ſuch account. 

D GOD 
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Go po hears not ſinners, and he who has made 
love, charity, and forgiveneſs, fo eſſential to . 
true religion, cannot be thought to be plea. MW 7 
ſed with the wrath, malice, and cruelty of an- 6 
gry men, or to delight to execute all their l 
raſh and haſty judgments, We need not there. 5 
fore diſtreſs ourſelves, when we know tha: I 2 
profane men curſe us, or wiſh our confuſion I d 
in their cups; no, nor when 'tis done with 1 4 
more gravity and ſolemnity, and religion it IM © 
ſelf is proſtituted, to ſet off envy and malice to W * 

the greater advantage. Go p is too much ff « 

diſpleaſed with a cenforious,damning humour, n 
ever to do any thing to gratify i it. . 

f 
. 


Ae N T Is a ſure evidence that the Curls 
cauſeleſs ſhall not come, ſince a good G 0D 
has, by his promiſe, ſecur'd us a Blefling in- 
ſtead of it. Goo is the patron of the inno- 
cent and oppreſſed ; and the more any are 
abuſed and run down wrongfully, the great- 
er! is his compaſſion and favour toward them. 
Gop will not have fellowſhip with the work- 
ers of iniquity, nor take part with them in 
their ſpite : ſo far is he from this, that he has 
made this very treatment an argument of theit 
> 1 bleſſedneſs. Bleſſed are ze, ſays Chriſt, when 
wen ſhall revile you, and perſecure you, and ſoy al 
manner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake. 
lane and be en, glad; for great is your 


reward 
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5 reward in heaven : ' for ſo perſecuted they the Pro- 
a. ber, hich were before you. The belt of men, 
n. Cho have gone before us, have met with the 
1 like uſage. Nay, which is much greater, the 
e on of Gop himſelf was thus treated. He, 
a as well as his followers, was traduced as a ſe- 
n MW dicious perfon, and uſed with the utmoſt ſpite 
and malignity. But thoſe who were curſed 
it of men, were reckon'd by God to be bleſſed, 
0 and actually were bleſſed in his favour. And 
1 MW God's favour and love is a ſecurity of bleſſed- 
„ ness to his people, in ſpite of all the ill will 
and malevolent deſigns of their enemies. Ob- 
ferve how Go p ſpeaks concerning the ene- 
e mies of his people : They hired Balaam, ibe Son Dew. 
Dd F Beor of Pether of Meſopotamia, ro curſe thee. Xii. a, f. 
„ Nevertheleſs the Lord thy God would not hearken 
» anto Balaam : but the Lord thy God tarned the 
8 Curſe into a Bleſſing, becanſe the Lord thy God 
7 ved thee. Gor made the wretch, that intended 
X a Curle, to pronounce a Blefling;and the more 


S 7 knead men were to curſe them, the more 
5 inclined G o p was to bleſs them. And the 
1 rery Curſe of the wicked is fometimes a Bleſs- 
r ing and an advantage. For when their wick- 
n edneſs is brought to light, and has render'd 
U them odious and abominable - tis natural for 
1 men to apprehend, there muſt be a more than 


„ ordinary goodneſs in thoſe, who are the ob- 
1 jecis of ſuch men's greateſt hatred. And the 
9 3 moſt 
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moſt angry of our Adverſaries, 1 hope, will 


not be diſpleas d with us, if we obſerve and 


Prov. viii. 


. 


admire the ſteps of divine providence, in this 


reſpe&, toward ourſelves. 


2. Tax Curſe cauſeleſs, according to the 
other reading, ſhall come upon him ; that is, 
ſhall recoil upon the Author. The greateſt 
miſchief it does, is to him, out of whoſe 


mouth it proceeds. 
AN p this cannot be thought ſtrange, ſince 


the Curſe cauſeleſs is a palpable wickedneſs. 
And who is moſt hurt by any wickedneſs, but 
the perſon who commits it? He that ſins 


againſt God, wrongs his own ſoul, By this, as 


well as all other wickedneſs, men provoke 


the anger of the Almighty ; and that is, of 
all others, the moſt dreadful curſe. And I 


may further add, that this is a very aggra- 
vated wickedneſs, and therefore may the ra- 
ther be ſupoſed likely to fall heavy upon 
them, who are guilty of it, 

Tux thing is not only contrary to 42 


goſpel temper, and a true chriſtian ſpirit ; 
but is likewiſe a moſt daring invaſion of the 


- prerogative of the heavenly King; which 


| jealous for, the prerogative of earthly Kings. 


muſt be moft notorious in thoſe, who pre- 


tend, above all men, to be tender of, and 


Raſh 


4. 


. 


: The C u RSE cauſeleſs. a 


— — 


29 


Raſh, and cenſorious judging, is a bold aſpi- 


ring to his prerogative of ſearching the hearts 


of men : and Chrift has warn'd men, what 


to expect in this caſe : Fudge not, that ye be Matth. vii, 


not judged. For with what judgment 9e udge * 


je ſpall be judged; and with what meaſure ye 
mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. So 
that our Saviour himſelf has determin'd the 
caſe, that the Curſe cauſeleſs, the harſh and 
cruel ſentences men paſs upon their neigh- 
bours, ſhall be executed upon themſelves. 

Any this is further an invading Gop's 
prerogative, in as much as tis a taking ven- 
geance out of Go p's hand into mens own. 


Vengeance is mine, ſaith the Lord, and Iwill Heb x. 30. 


recompence. But when men become thus da- 
ring, Go p may convince them of their er- 
ror, and ſatisfy them, to whom vengeance 
belongs, to their coſt. And all the world 
muſt own, there is a righteouſneſs in the 
procedure, when men are dealt with accord- 
ing to the verdi& they paſs upon their 
neighbours. What more juſt, than that he 
ſhould have judgment without mercy, that hath 
ſhewed no mercy? And that ſuch a ſentence 


| ſhould take place : As be loved curſing, ſo let 
it come unto him : as he delighted not in bleſſing, 
ſo let it be far from bim: As he clothed him- 


ſelf with curſing, like as with his garment ; ſo 
et it come into his bowels like water, and like 


oil 
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oil into his bones. And very applicable here 
Rom. ii. 3. are the words of the Apoſtle: And thinkeſt 
thou this, O man, that judgeſt them that 1, 
| ſuch things, and doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt 
eſcape the judgment of God? God is known, 
pf. ix. 16. ſays the Tſalmiſt, by the judgment which he 
executeth : the wicked is ſnared by the Work of 
his own hands. 
Ap certainly the conduct of divine 
providence has been very admirable in our 
time; we have ſeen the men, who were 
ſo zealous in aſſerting the doctrines of 
Paſſive Obedience and Non- reſiſtance, and 
in damning ſuch as oppos'd them; we have 
lived, 1 ſay, to fee them forc'd to re- 
nounce both the principle and practice, and 
take up arms in defence of their Liberties, 
when they were themſelves attack d. And for 
their acting thus at the Revolution, if the 
thing be conſider'd abſtraàly from their 
before avow'd principles, I am far from 
| blaming them. But if there was any edge 
in the ſevere ſentences they us'd to pals, 
tis evident from that time it became turn d 
againſt themſelves. We have ſeen the men, 
who doom'd us as Rebels to deſtruction in 
this world, and the pit of hell in the world to 
come; them, I ſay, even them, have we 
ſeen left, by a juſt and righteous Gop, to act 
| the Rebels in the * field, againſt 2 


_ Government 
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Government, which had never given _ 

the leaſt cauſe of complaint; and which 

they themſelves, in the ſolemneſt manner, 

had teſtify d to be rightful and juſt. 
AND now, what ſhall we ſay, but that 

che Curſe cauſzleſs is come upon the Curſer? 

Behold be travaileth with iniquity, and hath ſal © vi. 

conctiv'd miſcbief, and brought forth falſehood, 4 Oc. 

He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen 

into the ditch which he made. His miſchief 

ſpall return upon his own head, and his vialent 

dealing ſhall come down upon his own pate. 

| I Have but a few things to add briefly 

concerning our Duty on this occaſion. 


1. Wnen we obſerve this conduct of pro- 
vidence, it ſhould excite our praiſe and 
| thankſgiving. So the Pſalmiſt, upon his ha- 
ving mention'd the wicked falling into the 
miſchief they intended for others, in the Pſalm 
F- juſt now referr'd to, immediately adds : I will 
1 praiſe the Lord according fo his righteouſneſs, 
: (there is a righteouſneſs' in the procedure, 
, that well deſerves to be the ſubject of our 
_ praiſe) and will ſing praiſe unto the Name 

of the Lord moſt high. Whem the enemy 


Exod xv. 


3 

n ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I will 9, 10, 11. 
0 divide the fpoil, my luſt ſball be ſatisfied; upon 

e them, I will draw my ſword, my hand ſball 
* 
a 


wy them; but & o D blew upen them with his 


wind, 
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wind, and confounded them : then Moſes and 
the Children of Iſrael celebrated it with a 
ſong ; then they extoll'd him as beyond com- 
pare : Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among | 
the gods ! who is like thee, glorious in bolineſs, 
fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ! There is a 
charming beauty in the courſe of providence, 
that calls often for our admiration and praiſe, 
Gov often diſplays his righteouſneſs, in over- 
ruling the fins: of men to the accompliſhment | 
of his own purpoſes ; and his juſtice is dif- 
play'd in his letting wicked inſtruments, by 
wicked methods, bring about a terrible ven- 
- geance. And theſe works of the Lord are great, 
ſought out of all them that have pleaſure therein, 
His work is honourable and glorious ; an his 
righteouſneſs endureth for ever. He hath made bi, 
wonderful works to be remembred. And there- 
fore well may I ſay with the Pſalmiſt, \ in the 
firſt verſe of that Pſalm: Praiſe Je the Lord. 1 

will praiſe the Lord with my whole heart, in tht 
aſſembly of the upright, and in "The congrega- 
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2. Wr may from hence ſatisfy ourſelves of 
the reaſonableneſs of our bearing ſuch treat- 
ment wich patience. Our Enemies are not 
able to take the leaſt ſtep without the divine 
permiſſion. * They are limitted in every thing 
ry — and would ſet about, However 
| they 
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they may eur ſe us Cauſeleſly, yet they © cans 
not inflict their oẽ n Curſe ; and ſince the 
Curſe cauſeleſs does not take effect upon thoſe, 


againſt whom tis deſign'd, there can be lit- 


de realon for our being very much diſturb'd 
and diſquieted by it? *Tis indeed provoking 
to a perſon, to be ſo treated, when he has 


giren no occaſion for it, and it may be ſome 


trouble; but the trouble is more eaſy to be 
born, chah many others. And *tis a ſign we 
are little acquainted with the great duty of 
felf- denial, -and the bearing the croſs, if we 
cannot take patiently. ſuch reproachful lan- 
guage, If we cannot bear hard words, how 
ſhall we reſiſt unto blood? . Beſides, as they 
are not able, at their own pleaſure, to inflict 


their cauſeleſs Curſe, ſo neither can they ſo 


much as curſe , without a divine permiſſion. 
And if we 8 the trouble, as under 
God's ordering, there is the more reaſon to 
bear it patiently; as David did, when curſed 


by Shimei : Let him curſe, becauſe the Lord . 2Sam.xvi* 
bath ſaid unto him, Curſe David. Who pans — 


ſhall ſay, wherefore haſt thou done ſo ? 
the rather may we bear it patiently, 1 ince 


ſuch treatment has been the lot of good men 
in all ages. David I mention'd, and Feremy Jer. xv ro- 


complains, that tho he had given them no 
cauſe, yet every ove of the people did curſe 
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"ay "hive the thing is moſt notorious i in 
che Apoſtles, and —_ * 
dimtelß 112 


3. Ws may homes! be dreded 0 our 
conduct toward them. We have more rea. 
ſon to pity them, than to be inrag d by 
them. Poor ſouls! little do they think, What 
they are doing, when they are cauſeleſly cur- 
 fing their neigbbours. They will not be able 
to do us a thouſandth part of the hurt, which 
without fail they do themſelyes. | We have 
no need to return them their own uſage, 
They will have enough of their own cur- 
ſing, and need no addition of ours. Let 
us then follow the direction of our Lo xD: 
But I ſay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good ro them. that _ hate 1 
and pray for them which deſpitefuly uſe you, and 

perſecute you- Our buſineſs is to pity, and 
| pray for them, that the Curſe they imprecate 

upon others, may, by their timely repen- 
tance, be prevented wad ever s upon 
themſelves. -. lh A bh 
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4 Le r us bende learn our duty to truſt 
in Go p, and be the more careful to perform 
it. We ought co truſt in him, to keep us 
from the miſchief our enemies would be glad 
to ſee fall upon us. Thus David incourag d 

him 
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The CURSE cauſeleſss 35 


himſelf in the Lo RD his Go p, when Shi- : 9 


mei curs d him: It may be the Lord will look, 2Sam.xvli, 
n my affliction, and that the Lord will requite 12. 

me good for his curſing this day. Let their malice 

drive us to our refuge, and make us the more 
confident in our prayers to Go p for his 

Blefling. The more ſincerely and heartily 

we truſt in him, the more eaſy we may well 

be: for this is 2 certain method of turning 

their Curſe to an advantage. And therefore 

let us ſay with David © Let them curſe, but Pſul. cxix. 
bleſs thou, 29. 
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